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10 July 2000 

Update on the Current Humanitarian Situation in Ethiopia

Weather Outlook

While the meher rains are reported to have started early in the northern parts of Ethiopia, a rainfall deficit was observed nation-wide in the last two decades of June with exception of the western parts. These developments appear to have had a favorable impact for farmers who planted late in the belg season, but, on the other hand, might have a negative impact on land preparation for the meher season.

While the Ethiopian National Meteorological Services Agencies (NMSA) predict a promising meher season, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) warns against continuing rainfall deficits in the whole Horn of Africa region over the period from June to September.

Drought Emergency

Ethiopian Government requests Additional Food Assistance

The eleven belg assessment teams, deployed by the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) in collaboration with the UN, donors and NGOs, have reported their findings concerning the situation of agriculturalist and pastoralists:

· Near failure of harvest in areas dependant on belg crops

· A delay in the planting of belg crops in the north of the country. These late-planted crops might give some harvest and contribute to food security. The situation is being closely monitored. Notwithstanding possible harvest, there has been a deterioration of assets at the household level, which again affects food security also in the longer term. An increase in the beneficiary numbers in belg producing areas in the north is expected. 

· There was also a delay in planting of belg crops in the south. If there is a cessation of the rain, the crops might wither and produce no harvest. There is a particularly bleak outlook in agro-pastoral areas. An increase of beneficiaries in pastoral areas is also expected.
Thus, contrary to the expectation in January that, with a better belg harvest, relief needs could decrease as of July, the failure of the belg is now expected to actually increase relief requirements until the end of the year.

DDPC now estimates that the number beneficiaries will increase by approximately 3.06 million (this number includes internally displaced persons in Tigray) to a total of about 10.5 million people and that annual relief requirements will rise by an estimated 495,307 mt to a total of approximately1.3 million mt. 

In its statement released 7 July, the DPPC states however, that relief food assistance in the range of 350,000 to 400,000 mt could be adequate to address the adverse impact of the belg failure, provided the January appeal and the UN Emergency Appeal from June are fully pledged, because reduced food aid rations have been distributed during the past months in order to save resources.

Pre-positioning of relief food aid

The Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) and the National Transport and Communication Committee (NTCC) continue to pre-position food to key areas before the onset of the rainy season. Up to 7 July, a total of 42,000 mt of a total planned 77,334 mt had been positioned in Amhara, Tigray, Oromiya and the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region.
Logistics

The necessary equipment to set up the WFP commodity monitoring and tracking system (COMPAS) in the two DPPC hubs selected for the pilot phase, Nazereth and Kombolcha, has arrived. WFP has requested DPPC to identify focal points for COMPAS training in Addis Ababa. A COMPAS manager from WFP Rome is expected to arrive in Ethiopia next week to assist installing COMPAS and making the system operational.
DPPC has accepted the proposed ECHO aircraft to service, and a request for clearance has been submitted to Civil Aviation. ECHO and WFP will finalize a deployment plan for the aircraft. 
The MI8 helicopter is no longer under WFP contract. Instead, a small passenger “Squirrel” helicopter will be brought from Nairobi for 2-3 weeks to finish the security and situational assessment missions planned for northern Somali Region. 

Health and Nutrition, Water and Sanitation, Education

In Gode, Somali region, in the last week UNICEF continued ongoing work in the health/nutrition, water/sanitation and education sectors. Current health activities include, training of health personnel in management of nutrition activities during emergencies and the ongoing measles/Vitamin A campaign, in conjunction with the government, WHO and NGOs. UNICEF has provided fuel for the operation of pumps in Mustahil and Kalafo and a technician to repair a damaged pump in Kalafo. As part of a program to improve water supply UNICEF took part in an assessment mission to Bargun, where there are 6,000-8,000 IDPs, on the feasibility of water supply (shallow wells) and overall needs. In education, UNICEF is working with local authorities on the distribution of school supplies for school reopening in September, is renovating the learning centers in Gode and assessing the growing demand for more learning centers for IDP children in Gode and surrounding areas. Recent supply distribution includes 4,000 blankets and 10 metric tons of BP-5.

The Israeli government has given a contribution in-kind to WFP and has sent two nutrition/health experts for an initial two weeks consultancy. The nutritionists went on a field visit to Damot Weyde in North Omo, SNNP region and visited Gode between 3 and 5 July. They also met with government representatives, health authorities, UNICEF and NGOs intervening in the nutritional sector. The experts from Israel will prepare a plan of action and make recommendations to further implement the establishment of the a nutrition coordination unit in the Early Warning Department of the DPPC as outlined in the regional appeal and the January appeal.

In Jijiga, Somali region, UNICEF is concentrating on the distribution of emergency supplies (blankets, plastic sheeting, ORS), preparations for the measles campaign and zonal assessments. In Borena zone, Oromiya region, UNICEF has provided essential drugs, shelter materials and some water/sanitation supplies. UNICEF is deploying a local NGO for drilling in Borena, where access to water especially for schools remains a critical problem.

WHO has seconded a nutritionist to the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator’s office whose responsibility is to provide technical advice on nutritional issues in Ethiopia and the whole Horn of Africa region.

Visit of the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ms. Carolyn McAskie

Ms. Carolyn McAskie, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator a.i. and Deputy Director of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), is currently visiting Ethiopia. Her stay in Ethiopia from 10 to 11 July is part of a journey to three drought affected countries in the Horn of Africa, the others being Eritrea and Kenya. The principal purpose of Ms. McAskie’s visit is to develop an appraisal of current emergency operations in the country looking at populations affected by the drought and conflict, as well as to review coordination arrangements to address their needs. The visit also aims at heightening the attention of the international community to the humanitarian situation in the region and at promoting an enhanced response to the UN Appeal.

While in Ethiopia, Ms. McAskie has made a field trip to the drought affected Somali Region. In Gode town she visited the hospital, therapeutic and supplementary feeding centers, and will meet regional officials and members of the UN Country team on the ground. then In Imi, where she saw the effects of displacement caused by drought and examined some of the specific ways in which the Government, the UN, donors and NGOs are helping to mitigate the impact on the IDPs. She saw interventions by Medicins sans Frontières/France on the ground and spoke to local officials. 

After her return to Addis Ababa, the Emergency Relief Coordinator is scheduled to meet with senior Ethiopian Government officials including the Commissioner of the Ethiopian Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC), donors, the United Nations Regional Humanitarian Coordinator, the Country Team in Addis Ababa and NGOs before departing to Bujumbura, Burundi. 

Visit of the United Nations Reconnaissance Mission

In order to facilitate the earliest implementation of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement signed by Ethiopia and Eritrea in Algiers on 18 June 2000, the UN Secretary-General has dispatched a multi-component reconnaissance mission to the region to discuss with the OAU and the parties the modalities for possible United Nations assistance for its implementation. On the basis of its findings, the reconnaissance mission will make recommendations to the Secretary-General concerning a concept of operations for a United Nations peacekeeping operation. 

The initial mission, which is led by Australian Major-General Timothy Ford, includes political, military, humanitarian, legal and mine action personnel from the United Nations Secretariat. Upon its arrival in Addis Ababa on 5 July, it was joined by representatives of the OAU who will work as part of the mission for the duration of its visit to the region. A representative of UNHCR in the region will also join the mission. On 6 July the reconnaissance mission met with representatives of the Government of Ethiopia, the United Nations, and the diplomatic community based in Addis Ababa. It traveled to Asmara the next day. 

The mission plans to visit key sites in the border area from both the north and the south and will continue discussions with its interlocutors before meeting the Secretary-General of the OAU upon his return from the OAU Summit in Lomé during the week of 17 July. 
UN Inter-Agency Mission to Tigray 

Landmine Awareness Program for the Internally Displaced

The recently signed peace agreement between Ethiopia and Eritrea has changed the situation of the 316,000 IDPs in Tigray considerably.

Although the Ethiopian Government and humanitarian partners involved are anxious to support the return of the remaining IDPs to their homes in border areas, landmines and unexploded ordnance remain a dangerous threat. According to UNICEF 167 people have been reported killed or injured since February 60 % of the victims being children. The actual figure of mine victims is feared to be much higher. 

A UN Inter-Agency Technical Mission, comprising members from FAO, IOM, the UN-Emergencies Unit (UN-EUE), UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, and WHO, that traveled in Tigray Region from 26 June to 1 July to assess, together with the local authorities, initial rehabilitation requirements, reported that some people already migrated back to border areas that cannot be considered safe. Thus, rehabilitation and demining activities will have to be undertaken at the same time and place. The mission therefore strongly suggests that: 

· Efforts by the Government of Tigray to reduce the risks of mines should be supported immediately

· Mine mapping, mine demarcation and demining-efforts should be given absolute priority

· Agencies involved in rehabilitation programs for IDPs should seek advice on mine awareness education programs prior to implementation of rehabilitation programs

UNICEF is working with a local NGO, the Relief and Development Organization (RaDO) on a mine-awareness program. The program works from the regional down to the village level, collecting information on victims and coordinating the awareness information. There has been mass dissemination of mine-awareness material as well as information gathering on mine related incidents. A UNICEF consultant has been working to help develop a long-term strategic plan for addressing the land-mine issue.

Nutrition, Health; Water, Sanitation and Relief Food Distribution

The major health problems of the IDPs are malaria, Acute Respiratory Tract Infections (ARI) and diarrhoeal diseases. Under the auspices of the UN Country Team program funded by the Netherlands Government, UNICEF has provided essential drugs to the regional health bureau for IDPs, as well as to traditional birth attendants (TBAs). Sterilizer kits, motorcycles with spare parts and cold-chain equipment for immunization have also been provided to regional health authorities. Support has also been given for sanitation and waste-disposal efforts in all three affected zones, drilling of wells, helped with construction of temporary schools in the IDP sites, as well as distributing plastic sheeting for shelter. Regarding special protection of children, and training of 54 trainers in psycho-social trauma counseling and provided training to members of the affected population in nutritional surveillance and for community health workers and TBAs. As the IDPs disperse and people return home, additional training will be required to ensure adequate coverage.

WFP continues to provide 4,190 mt/month of relief food to 272,000 IDPs. However, emergency operation (EMOP) 6080 for a total of 46,452 mt remains severely underfunded. Therefore WFP is currently evaluating how to shift from relief assistance to recovery assistance for the IDPs in Tigray.

IDP Rehabilitation Measures

According to the UN Inter Agency Mission some of the internally displaced have been able to return to their homes so far. Their most urgent needs include agricultural inputs, shelter, water, health, education and transport assistance for their goods and for building materials when returning to their homes. 

The UN Interagency Mission has, however, identified three further groups of people who are a matter of concern to the authorities in Tigray:

· 8,000 individuals who were separated from their homes on Ethiopian territory during the war and moved to Eritrea, where they stayed in camps. This group of people is in the process of being repatriated to Ethiopia

· 3,500 Ethiopian nationals who lived and worked in Eritrea and have already been repatriated. Members of the UN Inter Agency report that thousands more are expected to return to Ethiopia during the coming months

· An unknown number of refugees from Eritrea or holding a third-country citizenship who were allowed to enter Ethiopia for their own security during the renewed upflare of the war in May

For more information please contact any of the following members of the UN Country Team:

(All numbers prefixed with +251 1, if calling from outside Ethiopia)

UN Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia, Caroline Stiebler:
51-37-25   (fax: 51-12-92)

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator: 
51-10-25   (fax: 51-51-47)

Office of the UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator:
44 44 00   (fax: 51-12-92)

World Food Programme, Amy Horton:
51-51-88   (fax: 51-44-33)

UNICEF, Venus Easwaran:
51-51-55   (fax: 51-16-28)

WHO:
51-40-31   (fax: 53-15-50)

FAO:
51-72-33   (fax: 51-52-66)

UNHCR:
61-28-22   (fax: 61-16-66)

UNDP:
51-51-77   (fax: 51-45-99)

UNFPA:
51-19-80   (fax: 51-53-11)

IOM:
51-16-73   (fax: 51-49-00)

UNESCO:
51-39-53   (fax: 51-14-14)

UNIDO:
51-51-77   (fax: 51-27-33)

World Bank:
51-42-00   (fax: 51-14-41)

IMF:
51-14-11   (fax: 51-11-18)

ILO:
51-43-13   (fax: 51-45-99)

DISCLAIMER

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever of the UN concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

July 2000


UN Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia




Tel.: (251) (1) 51-10-28/29

PO Box 60252 







Fax: (251) (1) 51-12-92


Addis Ababa







E-mail: undp-eue@telecom.net.et

Ethiopia








www.telecom.net.et/~undp-eue

United Nations


Country Team Ethiopia


 








Office of the UN Resident Coordinator


and


Office of the UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator








4
5

